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Recipient of Three Purple Hearts

against Nazi Germany which earned him an
incredible 3 purple heart awards.

One Mans account of his attack

{ was with the Ird Division all the way from the invasion ar

Fedela, French Morocce, Africa, Tunisia, Sicily, Toly of Salernao,

the Caxing Front, the Anzio beachhead, KRome, then ro Nouthern

France and inte Nuremberg, Germany.
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The mission of Operation Torch™wvas to secure French
MNorth Africa for the Allied forcés in order to conduct
operations on the European contiment. Ome sigmificant
problem was that most of the landing areas were defended
by French troops who had declared lovalty fo Germany
after France fell. This meant that the Ameéncans, Bratish,

and Free-French forces would have to fight their former
allies. The imasion was scheduled for November 1942
and would take place in thme places, 1st would be
Casablanca, an Atlantic port city on Morocco, followed by
the capiure of the Algenan port cities of Cran and Algiers.
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The vision to see, the faith to believe, and the will to do will take vow ampwhere,

Wyrom Dvakes at the wheel a3 & wounded comrade 15 evacuanad

The *md Division, under the command of Ma. Gen.
Lucian Truscott, was given the task of capturing
Casablanca, The 3ed Division embarked aboard transport
shups and saled directly from Amerca o Morcco in
what would become the longest sea voyage preceding an
armplibious landing.

On Movember 5, 1942, the 3ad Infaniry Division stormed
ashore at Casablanca supported by 400 shups and 1,000
aircraft. The invasion was a complete surprise and the 3rd
Division quickly established their beachhead but the
Fremeh forces fought back bittedy. For three days, the
Amencan fought the Fremch forces until finally, the
Fremch agreed 1o a cease fire and joined the Allied forces.
With Casablanca secured, the Allies could now move men

and mawernel o the Mediermanean Sea without fear of

the Siraights of Gibraltar being sealed off.

| entered the Army in February 1940 — rwo days after my

[ 7th tarthday and trammed wath the 3rd Infantry Division as
a combat infantry soldier. At thas fime [ was also schoolad
in intzlligence, reconnaissance and demolition.

| was with the 3rd Division all the way from the invasion
at Fedela, French Morocco through North Africa, Tunisia,
Sicily laly at Salerno, the Casing Front, the Anzie beach-
head, Roine, then to Southem France and into Muremberg,
Crermany. | was imvolved in 10 major campaigns and four
amphibious invasions,

I recerved miy first wound in action at the edpge of Rome. |
was driving a Jeep carrying the battalion adyutant, leading
hattalson point in the attack on Bome - our final objective

bridge number 2 across the Tiber River. We made a wrong

fern and came out at bridge number 1. The adjutant,
Captain Addizon Farrell held the battalion point consisting
of one tank destroyer, one medium tank and one platoon
of A company at bridge number | while | ran recon to find
A way to reach bridge number 2 across the Tiber without
having to cross the mver.

I went down a marmow mad parallel o an old railmosd bed
going toward the mver, The road | wok led into and
through a rock quarry, | went through the quarry 1o whene
it exited onto the road and saw that the road was clear o
briclge 2 =0 | retumed o the platoon. Captain Farrell started
the Bamalion point down the road: | started bhack towards
the quarry following the path | had previously taken.

As we were in route o the quarry we were stopped by an
ltalian eivalian and informed that the road from the quarry
i brodge I was mined so we stopped and waited for the
for the platcon to catch up 5o we could sweep the road for
mines. While we were waiting we climbed the banks
abongside the mad so that we could look across the nver,
A owe wiere doing this, we spotted a Tiger tank and froops
along side a building across the river. Upon sighting the
tank and troops we yelled to warn owur platoon of the
potential danger so they would have time to get into the
cut. As we dhid this, the Tiger tank cut loose at us, and four
machine guns opened up from alongside the old railmoad
bed wounding some of our troops and knocking out our
racho,  They had ws bottled up, A Co. set up a light
maching gun ima iumnel that ked from the quarry = parallel
to the moad and about thirty feet away — but the ememy
macle 1t o0 hot for them so the y abandoned their weapon
beavang our flank unprotected. [ ran out and grabbed the
air cooked 30 caliber and ome of the A Co. guys scooped up
the ammo. | set up the machine gun in a [2x12 cave that
had been dug into the side of the ¢liff and cpened fire.
Captain Farrell came in with his binoculars and was
spotting for me while the enemy opened fire wath a self
propelled BE. Captain Farrell yelled, “Let’s get the hell
outta here,” as the B8 was swinging our way but we dicn't
have enough time. | olled to my left o get up when the he
hit the back wall = | was blown out the fromt wall.
Somehow, | managed to get out of the debns and back into
the tunnel. Captain Farrell had six bad hits in his legs but
no broken bones, | was hat with small shell fragments in
my hands, amms and thumb. The Soldwer from A Co. was
killed.

After about 2 minutes Captain Farrell's orderly came o
me and said Captain Farmell had crawled out a shalbow
ditch along the mad and was going to try to make 1t back
o hattalion stanon. | old the Captans orderly to lut the




ditch, catch the Capiain af the group of buildings thai was
about 400 yards away and stop him there so that 1 could
try to pet owt with the Jeap. The orderly said, *If you're
going 1o dve out I'm going o ride”” 1 old ham thar [ didn’s
think we had much chance of making it but that | had o
try, because Capt, Fammell was bleeding too badly to make
it on foot

As we had no commumicaton, we couldn't get arillery

support s my mission was wo fold = get Captaim Farrell
and myzelf o the medics as soon as possible and then to
get wire laid from hattalion heacdquarters 1o the quarry via
a tranl s the top of the quarry so that we could set up an
Op. to direct fire on the enemy positions. We made it with
only four bullet holes in the jeep.

After 2 weeks rest in Bome, we moved back to Maples,
re prouped, r-equipped and went aboard shap for the iInvasion
of Southern France at Toulon.

We were attached o the first France Army for 1E3 days
during which time we were in contimuous combat without
relief. Movembear 4, 1944 at 5t. Elizabeth, France, we were
holding as our 3rd Battalion pushed through us and we
moved out on a tangeni of attach, Whike we were holding
the Germans wene shelling us with artillery and ome round
hit a ielephone pole up high and the air burst pot several
of us with shell frapments. | pot patched up and refused
& WG LA,

The *rd Division fought on through the Yosge Mountains;
breaking through the Battle Hitler line and the 5. Dhe front
ity the Colmar pocker. We spent the worst part of that
winker fighting in 30 inches of snow.

After breaking out at Colmar, we kept going 1o the Rhine
and were relived by the French and we moved up to
relieve the 4h Infaniry Divizion in the Boiche Huguenol

sector. We crossed the Rhine pushing on through Germany

towns, by town to Meuremburg, Germany.

Meuwremburg was strongly defended, so we lmd in a
concentrated artillery barrage. When the barrage was lifted
[ drove my Commancling Officer and his orderly on a
recon inte fown, As we rounded one corner we ok a nifle
shot through the windshaeld just massing the Caplam.

[ started to back around the comer and as | turned my head
[ took the next shot trough my throat and shoubder, | made

it around the cormer and backed into an alley where my
strenizth left me shock took over. The Captam and orderly

helped me into the back of the Jeep and ook me o the

Battalion aid station, That was the end of combat for me.,

I have wnitten about the three times that | didn’t duck fast
emough, but haven't written about the hundreds of like
aituations whens bt for the grace of God | should ke been
kalled.

Vyron & Lisa Drake have been a wolunteers with the
Muscular Dyatrophy Foundation 198384, Vyron Drake
was the President of Ceniral Valley chapter of Muscular
Drystrophy Association, Member of the Order of The Odd
Fellows Lodge. The Dirakes volunteered to work with the
“ Make A Wish Foundation”, granting wishes for termanally
il chaldren until 1990, Vyron was responsible for setting
up a scholarship program-giving students attending
Crateway High School in Clovis, California. This program
12 in affect now and is designed for students returning so
school fo recerve their Fhiigh School Dhiploma, Vyron Drake
13 the Commander of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart and 15 helping homeless veterans.

Thee twwer from Where the Ceermmn swiper shol, plercing
Viron Dieakes sock and ghoulder witl a bl




